Zoology Study Guide- Birds



Name: _______________________
1. What ancient bird with reptile-like features did we discuss? 

2. How was it like a dinosaur?  How was it like a bird? 

3.  What does it mean to have a common ancestor? Could this be the case with birds and reptiles? Why or why not? 

4.  Compare differences and similarities between reptiles and birds *TAKE THIS PART SERIOUSLY! IT WILL HELP YOU!
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5.  Describe several ways endothermy is helpful to a bird.   What are some drawbacks to endothermy? 
6.  List 4 characteristics of birds that have helped them adapt to flight. 

7.  Describe the pathway of air as it enters a birds respiratory system.  Is this an efficient system? 

8.  How is a mammals (our) digestive system different than a birds?   

9. Why do they need a gizzard?                What is the function of the crop?   
10.  Describe a bird of prey’s characteristics and give an example of one. 

11.  Describe the 5 types of feathers.  What do these feathers grow from in the skin? 

12.   What is a brood patch?  Why is it necessary?     Make sure to know the parts of the egg. 

13.  Why is bird fecal matter black and white?  What organ filters out the uric acid? 
14.  Why are birds not often represented in the fossil record? 

15.  Why is migration necessary? What is it triggered by? How do they know where to go? 

16.  The study of birds is called ___________________________. Bird are classified based on their _________________, ____________________, and ____________________. 

17.  Be prepared to describe the habitat/food source of a bird based on beaks and feet.   

18. What is sexual dimorphism?  Give an example of a bird that exhibits this. 

19.  Describe bird flight using airfoil, wings, lift, etc.  What are some types of flight?
20.  Describe  precocial and altricial birds.  Give one example of each.
*Make sure to understand the relationship between Archaeopteryx, reptiles, and birds in terms of evolution, similar features etc. 

