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This form must be read and signed by both the student and their parents or guardians each year.  
Alton High School

Introduction and Statement of Philosophy

The Board of Education, the community, and the administration and staff of Alton High School believe extra-curricular activities are an important supplement to our schools’ program, providing experiences that will enhance opportunities for personal growth.  Further, that good citizenship and personal responsibility are among the most worthy of objectives to which we hope our students will aspire.  The Alton Community Unit School District School Board, administration, and staff also believe that it is a privilege to participate in extra-curricular activities.  Therefore, students who choose to represent Alton High School as members of a club or organization shall be held to the highest standards.
Rules and Regulations for Clubs and Organizations
Objectives

A.
To balance activities with all other student academic responsibilities and considerations.

B. To encourage, build, and promote the individuals’ moral character. 
C. To develop in each participant a feeling of pride, a sense of accomplishment, and a desire to excel within the club or organization.

D.
To promote a high regard for hard work and good citizenship.

E.
To promote alcohol and drug free activities for all students.

Membership Limitations


Sponsors may conduct try-outs. Sponsors may limit team members based on the 

following criteria:

1.
Overall talent and ability

2.
Character and personality of the individual

3.
Work habits and loyalty to the program(s)

4.
Positions needed for the team or activity

5.
Availability of personnel in sufficient numbers to ensure adequate supervision and safety of participants

Attendance & Suspension Policy

A.
Students involved in activities must be in attendance at school for at least one-half day (3 hours) of classes in order to participate in activities that day.  Any exceptions must be cleared by the sponsor.

B.
A student who is absent on Friday may participate in an activity on Saturday.  The sponsor should take into account the reason for the absence from school on Friday when determining the amount of participation during a Saturday activity.

C.
In-School Detention (ISD)
1.
The student will be allowed to attend after-school meetings during his/her time in ISD. 

2.
The student will not be allowed to participate in field trips or competitions until his/her time in ISD is completed.

D.
Out of School Suspension (OSS)
1.
The student will be suspended from all activities for the duration of the out of school suspension.

2.
The student cannot travel with a club or attend a event, even as a spectator, until their suspension is completed.

Student’s Behavior 

A. It is the student’s responsibility to learn and demonstrate proper behavior.  Such behaviors can be described as actions which promote cooperation and learning during activities, encourage a positive work ethic, and result in excellent cooperation.
B. The sponsors, for the benefit of the club or organization, will not tolerate the actions of students who show a lack of concern with regard to acceptable behaviors and attitudes.  Therefore, if improper behavior is observed, corrective disciplinary action will be taken. 

Transportation Policy

A.
Each sponsor has the authority to require all club members to ride school provided transportation to and from events.  Exceptions may be made with certain provisions.  Students must get written permission from their parent or guardian and the sponsor involved must give prior approval.
B.
If an emergency arises and the parents are not at the event, the sponsor can make an exception to allow the student to leave to receive medical attention.  Sponsors must carry all medical consent forms, insurance waivers and parental consent forms with them at events.
Building Security Guidelines for Students

A.
Students are to report to their respective practice or meeting area as soon as possible after school is over.
B.
When practices or meetings are completed, students will leave the school grounds as soon as possible.
Dress Code

A. As a representative of Alton High School, students must follow the currently enforced in-school dress code.
B. Sponsors may require more formal clothing or a team travel suit.  Due consideration will be given for financial constraints.

Communication Guidelines

A. If a participant has any concerns or questions about the program, he/she should first contact his/her sponsor.

B. If the parent(s)/guardian(s) of a participant have any questions or concerns about their son/daughter or the program, they should contact the child’s sponsor to arrange a meeting.  This meeting should be arranged for a time that can be mutually agreed upon.  Immediately after an activity is not an appropriate time for such meetings.
C. Participants and/or parents who feel their concern(s) have not been addressed adequately by the sponsor should contact an assistant principal.  

D. Participants and/or parents who feel their concern(s) have not been addressed adequately by the assistant principal should contact the principal. The principal should be contacted in all matters before seeking resolution with the superintendent, and, after the superintendent, the Board of Education.

Code of Conduct for Clubs and Organizations
The Code of Conduct is an opportunity for our students to commit to the high standards expected of students who participate in any Alton High School club or organization.  The Code is in effect throughout the calendar year.  Penalties, regardless of the level of offense, shall be cumulative for each year of a student’s participation in clubs or organizations at Alton High School.  Penalties for infractions shall be applied during the first available time frame in which the student participates.  This code of conduct is consistent with existing school discipline policies but does not take precedence over school policy.  Code violations are independent of any other type of student discipline.  Code violations are enforced solely on the basis of the criteria contained herein.  It is understood that any academic out-of-school suspension or expulsion will take precedence and preclude all participation in extracurricular activities.

Coverage

This Code of Conduct for Clubs and Activities covers:

A.
Grades 9-12

B.
Clubs and Organizations and offenses involving tobacco, alcohol, illegal drugs and criminal charges anytime during the calendar year.


(Formal criminal charges pending in a court of law; no conviction, resolution or dismissal are necessary to constitute a violation of this provision.)

Punishable Offenses


These regulations will be enforced throughout the calendar year.

A.
Possession, use, purchase, or act of being under the influence of any tobacco product, alcoholic beverage, mood altering medication, controlled substance, other illegal drug, look-alike drug (a substance, that because of its physical characteristics, would lead someone to believe the substance is a controlled substance or it is represented to be a controlled substance), drug paraphernalia, or the inappropriate use of prescription drugs is prohibited.  Penalty guidelines for these violations are listed on the accompanying chart.

B.
Conduct unbecoming of an Alton High School student will not be permitted.  A student will be considered to have engaged in conduct unbecoming an Alton High School student when the student engages in certain activities that reflect negatively on Alton High School and the club or organization in which they participate.  Examples of such conduct would include hazing, theft, vandalism, fighting or other criminal offenses as defined by federal and state laws.  Criminal offenses include criminal charges filed in a court of law without regard to conviction, dismissal or disposition of the pending case.  Offenses are not limited to those examples listed here.  The punishment for these offenses shall be generally in accordance with the punishments on the accompanying chart.  If, however, the conduct is of such a nature that the sponsor determines it to be a more serious offense, the student may be removed from participation in that club or organization for up to one calendar year.

C.
The sale or distribution of controlled substances or illicit drugs, or the unlawful possession of a firearm or weapon is conduct that will not be permitted.  A student whose conduct falls within these guidelines may be removed by the sponsor from participation in a club or organization for up to one calendar year.

D.
If, in the opinion of the Alton Community Unit School District #11, the offense is deemed to be gross misconduct, either in or out of school, the student may be removed from all clubs or organizations.
Procedures for Alleged Violations

A.
Upon being informed of, or observing, a possible code violation, any staff member must first inform the sponsor in a timely manner.

B.
Upon being informed of a possible code violation, the sponsor will obtain information relating to the alleged violation.  Before making a determination whether any punishments will be imposed, the sponsor will meet with the student to obtain his/her information relating to the offense.  After completion of the investigation and determination of a code violation, the consequence will be assigned by the sponsor.

C.
A meeting will be held to communicate the consequences to the student.  This meeting will consist of the student, his/her parent(s)/guardian(s), and the sponsor.

Review Committee

A. 
There will be a review committee that is made up of three sponsors.  Anyone who sponsors a club or organization involving the student in question will not be on the committee.
B. 
The student has the right to send his/her case to the review committee after receiving their penalties.  The sponsor also has the option of sending the case directly to the review committee.

C. 
The role of the review committee has two different parts:

1. If requested by the student, they will re-evaluate the penalty and make any necessary appropriate adjustments.  These may be more or less severe than those assigned by the sponsor.

2. If requested by the sponsor, they will make the initial determination of penalty and are not bound by attached guidelines.

D.
The decision of the review committee is final and binding with no further opportunity for appeal.

Suspensions

A. Any suspensions will follow the chart on the next page.
B. During an out-of-school suspension, the student will not be allowed to participate in any practices, meetings, or activities.

C. During a Code of Conduct suspension, the student will be allowed to attend meetings or practices, but will not be allowed to participate in any activities.

D. A second (or third) offense will be given the consequences of that level, even if it is for a different violation from the first offense.

	Violation

	First       Offense

	Second Offense

	Third    Offense


	Misbehavior per club activity

	Conference with Advisor and call made to parent guardian explaining next consequence

	Suspension - Quarter

	Suspension - Semester


	Smoking

	Conference with Advisor and call made to parent guardian explaining next consequence

	Suspension - Quarter

	Suspension - Semester


	Alcohol and Illegal Drugs

	Suspension - Quarter

	Suspension - Semester

	Exclusion - Year


	Suspension from School  (1 - 4 days)

	Length of suspension and the next activity/performance

	Suspension - Quarter

	Suspension - Semester


	Suspension from School  (5 - 10 days)

	Length of suspension and the next two activities/performances

	Suspension - Quarter

	Suspension - Semester


	Expulsion

	Exclusion - Length of Expulsion

	Exclusion - Permanent

	Exclusion - Permanent


	Charged with a Misdemeanor

	Suspension Pending School Investigation

	Exclusion –  School Year

	Exclusion - Permanent


	Charged with a Felony

	Suspension Pending School Investigation

	Exclusion –  School Year
	Exclusion - Permanent



	Certain situations may arise that do not fall under any of the categories listed above and will be dealt with individually.
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Date _______________

I have received the Alton High School Code of Conduct Clubs and Organizations and agree to adhere to all rules and regulations enclosed.

I understand that failure to abide by these rules/regulations and any other reasonable rules established by the sponsor may result in my removal from the club or organization.

Student Name: __________________________________________


(Print name)

Signature: ____________________________________________________

I understand the rules and regulations of the Alton High School Code of Conduct for Clubs and Organizations and support my son/daughter and the sponsors in enforcing these rules and regulations.  

Parent/Guardian Name: __________________________________________   


(Print name)

Signature: ____________________________________________________
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