Birds

Lead poisoning of waterfowl is a side effect of hunting.  Before long-delayed federal regulations went into effect in 1991, requiring the use of non-lead shot for all inland and coastal waterfowl hunting, shotguns scattered more than 3000 tons of lead each year in the United States and Canada.  While hunters kill millions of game birds each year, none of the 74 bird species legally hunted are endangered.  Hunting interests, by acquiring large areas of wetlands for migratory bird refuges and sanctuaries, have contributed to the recovery of both game and non-game birds.

1.  What is a problem with using lead shot to hunt waterfowl?

2.  How have hunters helped bird populations?

3.  Do hunters kill endangered birds?

4.  Critical thinking:  Is lead shot a problem for other types of hunting other than waterfowl?  Explain. 

